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* Description

Senior students of English major are supposed to transcend the basic ability of
understanding the literal meaning of the language and to aim at the ability of
comprehending the deeper, subtle and rhetoric meaning of the language. And their
reading material should no longer be limited to narration and description, but to
expand to exposition and argumentation, works of witty and original ideas. Classical
British and American essays are models of beautiful language and smart ideas, and
therefore are best suitable for the purpose of senior students. Besides, Good essays
are helpful to the promotion of students’ persuasive use of English and logical
thinking. A Selected Reading of British and American Essays is intended to serve that
purpose. This is a compulsory course that recommends a selected, close, critical
reading of the excerpts. The Essays were produced since the European and American
Renaissance, dealing with subjects like philosophy, aesthetics, literature, education,




society, ethics, and arts. Students are required to participate in class discussions and
complete written works after class. By attending this class, students can expect to
command wise men’s mind and cultivate creative thoughts of their own.
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